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les usages “inappropriés”

European Association of Science Editors, 2007
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So consider all that we know of impact factors and think on 
this: if you use impact factors you are statistically illiterate. 
• If you include journal impact factors in the list of publications 

in your cv, you are statistically illiterate. 
• If you are judging grant or promotion applications and find 

yourself scanning the applicant’s publications, checking off 
the impact factors, you are statistically illiterate. 

• If you publish a journal that trumpets its impact factor in 
adverts or emails, you are statistically illiterate. (If you 
trumpet that impact factor to three decimal places, there is 
little hope for you.) 

• If you see someone else using impact factors and make no 
attempt at correction, you connive at statistical illiteracy. 

The stupid, it burns. Do you feel the heat?

(http://occamstypewriter.org/scurry/2012/08/13/sick-of-impact-factors/)
sick of impact factors
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Journal Impact Factor
Journal Citation Report (JCR)
Citation Half-life
5-Year Impact Factor
Eigenfactor
H-index
Immedicay index
G-index
SCImago Journal Rank (SJR)
Y-Factor
Journal Cite Probability
Journal Use Probability
[…]

> 39 mesures de l’impact
(Bollen et al 2009)

un marché des mesures
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“A journal is a quality journal 
because it publishes quality 
papers written by quality 
authors, known to be quality 
authors because their papers 
appear in quality journals”

(MacDonald & Kam 2007: 703)

de la critique à l’ironie



pour en savoir plus


